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MakingMUSIC CONCERTS
TEDDY ABRAMS, conductor 
Featuring the Association of the Louisville Orchestra’s 
Young Artist Competition Guest Soloist

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH 

BENJAMIN BRITTEN

The Gadfly Suite, mvt. 3 "Fair" 

Fugue from Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra

ALO’s Young Artist Competition Guest Soloist 

FREDERIC CHOPIN Piano Concerto No  2 in F Minor, 1st movement
Kasey Shao, piano

IGOR STRAVINSKY           

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA

"Infernal Dance" from The Firebird Suite  (1919)
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ANDREW NORMAN          Prelude from A Trip to the Moon" 
      with film "A Trip to the Moon" (1902)

Liberty Bell March
        with Teddy's Kids conductors

TEDDY ABRAMS Rap from The Greatest: Muhammad Ali
        with DaVonn Pitne and Jaelyn Stewart, rappers

HERBIE HANCOCK "Chameleon"

BRUNO MARS
   arr. Teddy Abrams

"Uptown Funk"

*Landfill Orchestra participants are asked to play along



Rhythm – addicting and intoxicating - is at the core of being 
human; our walk and our heartbeat are fundamental rhythms. 
And rhythm is at the core of music. This MakingMUSIC 
concert and this guide explores rhythm in its many forms 
from basic to polyrhythmic including extension ideas to 
expand learning beyond the concert hall. 

Rhythm is one of the most natural elements of music and 
the most mathematical, especially if you want to write it 
down! The easiest way to think about rhythm is to break 
it down into its basic elements: pulse, tempo, subdivision, 
accent, syncopation and polyrhythms (cross-rhythms). 
Pulse is the basic beat – this is the heartbeat or the 
metronome of music. How fast or slow we set the pulse 
is the tempo. If we want to divide the pulse into smaller 
units, we have to subdivide and if we want to have a 
specific emphasis on a note or notes, we will add accents. 
If we move the accents to places where they wouldn’t 
normally occur, this gives us syncopation. And if we 
layer two or more different rhythms simultaneously, we 
get polyrhythms or cross-rhythms. While this is a fairly 
simplified explanation of rhythm, in this concert you will 
hear how composers used these rhythmic elements to help 
them tell their musical story.

Think about your rhythmic story – you can start with your 
name. Just saying your name is a rhythm. What if you 
added your middle name, or used a nickname? Where are 
the accents? What happens if you change the accents? 
Try saying your personal rhythm at the same time as your 
friends say theirs – now you’ve created polyrhythms. 
Can you do the same thing with books? Take an opening 
sentence of a book you’re reading and figure out its rhythm. 
Take that rhythm and turn it into a math sentence using 
fractions (MakingMUSIC curriculum guide – The Name 
Symphony). Keep experimenting and soon enough, you’ll 
have created your own rhythmic symphony.

*Disclaimer – please be sure to review all video
clips associated with the composers as well as any
commentary prior to playing for students (especially
on Youtube).  We do our utmost to provide links that
will not only best highlight the composer and the
representative pieces but also maintain a level of
appropriateness.  The clips that are included below
have been vetted for appropriateness however as
the comments can change, please be sure to review
before playing for students.
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SHOSTAKOVICH 
TIMELINE
1906
Shostakovich born in St. Petersburg, 
Russia

1917 
Februray Revolution and abdication of 
Tzar Nicholas II

1924 
Soviet Constitution comes into effect

1936 
Shostakovitch denounced by Joseph Stalin 
and the Soviet leadership for "formalism" 
after a performance of his opera Lady 
Macbeth of the Mtsensk District

1949 
Restrictions were eased after a second 
denunciation in 1948 when Joseph 
Stalin decided to send a delegation of 
artistic representatives (including 
Shostakovich) to New York

1955 
The movie The Gadfly premiered with a 
soundtrack by Shostakovich

1975 
Shostakovich died of lung cancer on 9 
August 1975 and is buried in Moscow, 
Russia 

Imagine Star Wars or Jurassic Park without their famous musical scores (or 
soundtracks) by composer John Williams. In his lifetime, Russian composer, 
Dmitri Shostakovich, created scores for 36 films from 1936 to 1975. This 
makes him, in essence, the Russian John Williams of his time. There are 
twelve movements (or parts) in The Gadfly Suite, arranged from 
Shostakovich’s soundtrack composition for the 1955 film with the same name, 
The Gadfly. The third movement, called "Fair" (or "Folk Feast" or "National 
Holiday") is upbeat and festive. The music may be familiar to video game 
players from Little Big Planet (2011) and Sleeping Dogs (2012).

Dmitri Shostakovich was born during the start of the Russian Revolution of 
1905 and spent his creative life in a country ruled by the Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin. As Secretary General, Stalin ruled the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR) by terror, and millions of his own citizens were murdered by 
the state during his regime. As Dmitri Shostakovich became more recognized 
and renowned for his music, he came to the attention of Stalin who believed 
the government had the right to control every aspect of life in the country, 
including the creative arts. Shostakovich had to be careful to be sure that his 
compositions would not offend the dictator. Even to write something that did 
not suit Stalin’s personal taste in music was to risk imprisonment. 

Shostakovich was denounced for his compositions by the Soviet regime twice 
but managed to avoid going to prison by apologizing for his “mistakes.” Many 
music specialists have studied Shostakovich’s music for signs that he was 
secretly rebelling against the controls of the state. Despite the restrictions on 
him, this composer created extraordinary music that was celebrated at the 
time and is still performed around the world.

Listen for the brilliant use of the all the instruments of the orchestra as the 
composer has everyone playing fast exciting tunes! 

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH (1906–1975)

THE GADFLY SUITE,  mvt. FAIR     Link to Listen
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA9OF5wahEQ


In 1946, British composer, Benjamin Britten, was commissioned to write 
music for an educational documentary about the instruments of an orchestra. 
Instead of starting from scratch, Britten chose a movement (or part) of music 
from a 17th century English composer, Henry Purcell. Britten then created 
“variations” of this piece of music for the different orchestral instruments so 
when played together they work in harmony. “Frère Jacques” and “Row, Row, 
Row Your Boat” are examples of how a melody sounds when different 
singers/notes start singing or playing at different times. When variations of 
the same piece of music are put together, this is called a Fugue. Britten 
composed this Fugue so all the different instrument families are introduced 
one by one – starting with the woodwinds (piccolo, flute, oboe, clarinet, 
bassoon), then the brass instruments (horns, trumpets, tuba) and so on. 

Benjamin Britten was the son of a dentist and loved music from the time he 
was a child. He began writing music when he was just 5 years old and got a 
job writing music for the BBC (British Broadcasting Company) when he was 22 
years old. In the three years he worked at the BBC radio music department, 
Britten wrote nearly 40 scores for theater, cinema, and radio. His life changed 
dramatically when he was 32 years old and his opera Peter Grimes premiered 
bringing him international success. He wrote many operas and film scores 
throughout his life, as well as, vocal and instrumental music. He was very 
interested in music for children to enjoy and perform so not only created The 
Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, but also an opera titled Noye’s Fludde 
that is meant to be performed by children and amateur musicians. 

Listen to the different variations of music for each instrument family and how 
they all work together. Also, as the different instruments start playing, 
students should ask themselves if they’d like to play any of the instruments, 
and if so, which one and why?

BENJAMIN BRITTEN (1913–1976)

FUGUE from A Young Person's Guide To The Orchestra
Link to Listen

BRITTEN 
TIMELINE
1913
Britten born in Suffolk, England 

Henry Ford develops the first 
assembly line

1924 
Britten began studies in 
composition

1929
Worldwide stock market crash

1939-1942
Growing preparations for war with 
Germany persuades Britten, a 
pacifist, to come to the U.S. as an 
"artistic ambassador" 

1945
Britten writes The Young Person's 
Guide to the Orchestra

1955
Disneyland opens in Anaheim, CA

1962
Britten's War Requiem premieres

1976 
Britten dies on 4 December 1976 of 
congestive heart failure
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUcYEqlNirk


Frédéric Chopin was only 20 years old when he composed his first concerto 
(which was designated “number 2” only because it was published second). He 
wrote only two concertos and both of them for piano as the solo instrument. He 
wrote them so he could highlight his talents performing on the piano. Though 
Chopin wrote more than 200 compositions, only a few were written for a full 
orchestra, and every one included a solo piano. A concerto is traditionally a piece 
of music with three movements (or parts) featuring one or more soloists set 
against or playing with an orchestra. “Maestoso” is the third movement of 
Chopin’s Concerto No. 2 and the LO is happy to have 14-year-old Kasey Shao, 
pianist and winner of the LO Young Artist Competition, as our soloist. 

Frederic Chopin was born in Poland to a French father and a Polish mother and it 
quickly became obvious that the youngster was a genius on the piano. By age 
seven, he was giving public concerts and composing. At age 15, Chopin 
performed a concert of improvisations for Russian royalty and received a 
diamond ring from Tzar Nicholas I in appreciation of his talents. In Warsaw, 
Poland, he studied at the University and vacationed with his family in the Polish 
countryside, which is where he first encountered folk music. Many of his later 
compositions were based on the forms he first heard on these family trips.

He left Poland in 1830 with a plan to go to Italy, however unrest in that country 
persuaded him to travel to Paris – and he would never return to his beloved 
home country. His talents led him to achieve celebrity as a pianist however he 
rarely gave public performances in large concert halls. His intimate and nuanced 
solo piano compositions were then, and are still, meant for private “salons.” The 
wealthy patrons of Paris opened their doors to him and he was very popular.

Always in delicate health, Chopin began to decline at an early age and died at 39 
years old. Thousands of people attended his funeral and thousands more visit his 
grave site in Paris every year. His compositions are beloved by pianists and 
music lovers everywhere and he is considered to have quietly revolutionized the 
art of playing the piano.

Listen as the orchestra introduces the main musical theme but then fades away 
to allow the piano to shine as the music’s star performer. 

FREDERIC CHOPIN (1810–1849)

PIANO CONCERTO No. 2, mvt. 1 "Maestoso"     Link to Listen

CHOPIN 
TIMELINE
1810 
Chopin was born in a small town 
outside Warsaw, Poland 

1830 
Chopin completes his Piano Concerto 
in F Minor, (now known as No. 2) 

1831 
"Hats off Gentlemen! A genius" 
written by fellow composer Robert 
Schumann about Chopin 

1835 
Hans Christian Anderson wrote 
Fairy Tales for Children

1837
Martin Van Buren inaugurated as 
President in the United States

Victoria crowned Queen of 
England

1847
Charlotte Bronte publishes Jane 
Eyre

1849 
Chopin dies on 17 October 1849 in 
Paris
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-tWSo97mgc


STRAVINSKY 
TIMELINE
1882 
Stravinsky born in a suburb of St. 
Petersburg, Russia 

1883 
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote 
Treasure Island

1910 
Premiere of The Firebird ballet in 
Paris, France

1913 
Riots at premiere of
The Rite of Spring, in Paris, France

1928 
My Old Kentucky Home became the 
official song of Kentucky 

1957 
Dr. Seuss wrote The Cat in the Hat

1967 
The Beatles released Sgt. Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band

1971 
Stravinsky died in New York City 
(age 88)

In 1910, impresario Sergei Diaghilev was looking for a full-length original 
musical score for his company Ballets Russes. After discussing ideas with 
designer Alexandre Benois and choreographer Michel Fokine, they settled 
on Russian folk tales concerning the Firebird and the character of Koschei 
the Deathless. Other composers were approached but it was the 28-year-old 
Stravinsky who got the commission. This would begin a unique collaboration 
between Stravinsky and Diaghilev that would produce three famous ballets; 
The Firebird (1910), Petrushka (1911) and The Rite of Spring (1913).

The ballet is written as two tableaus with smaller “movements” in each. From 
the ballets, Stravinsky created several orchestral suite versions with the 1919 
being the most popular. For this concert, we focus on the opening of the 1919 
suite that is in 12⁄8 with the eighth note = 1 beat. Though there are 12 beats 
in each measure, they are divided into 4 groups of 3 (see example). This is 
the introduction to the fairy tale world of Koschei and the Firebird. The story 
revolves around Prince Ivan who accidentally wanders into Koschei’s magical 
kingdom. Koschei is immortal because he keeps his soul in a magical egg that 
is hidden in a casket. Ivan captures the Firebird and she offers him a feather 
to summon her when he needs her. Ivan releases the Firebird and meets 13 
princesses who are under Koschei’s spell. He falls in love with one of them and 
confronts Koschei. When Koschei sends his minions after Ivan, Ivan calls upon 
the Firebird who sends them all into an infernal dance before making them fall 
into an enchanted sleep. The Firebird directs Ivan where to find the casket and 
Ivan destroys the magic egg, releasing all of those enchanted. 

IGOR STRAVINSKY (1882–1971) 

THE FIREBIRD SUITE 1919, mvt. I        Link to Listen
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Koschei the Deathless

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je31k6COkzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX7aSsic7eM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rq1q6u3mLSM&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebGxfERqZ4Y


A Trip to the Moon is a 13-minute 1902 silent French film by Georges 
Méliès about a group of astronomers who are shot from a cannon and travel 
to the moon. There they are captured by alien moon-people but escape 
before plummeting back to Earth. The work was heavily pirated and 
influenced the filmmakers in the early days of movies. It disappeared for 
many years but regularly re-emerges to delight new generations.  

Inspired by the early science-fiction film, modern-day composer Andrew 
Norman created an “opera for people of all ages.” The prelude (or 
introduction) to his full-length stage production is without any singers or 
actors but instead a piece of music played by the orchestra alongside a 
projection of the first part of the original film.

Recently praised as “the leading American composer of his generation” by 
the Los Angeles Times, “one of the most gifted and respected composers of 
his generation” by the New York Times, and the “master of a uniquely 
dazzling and mercurial style” by the New Yorker, Andrew Norman is fast 
becoming one of the most sought after voices in American classical music. 
He was named “Composer of the Year” by Musical America Journal in 2017 
and was recently given the prestigious Grawmeyer Award for Music 
Composition (an award based at the University of Louisville).

ANDREW NORMAN ( b. 1979 ) 

PRELUDE from "A TRIP TO THE MOON" 

No available listening file   

NORMAN
TIMELINE
1979
Andrew Norman born in 
Midwestern U.S. and reared in 
California

2002
Norman earns a Bachelor of Music 
degree from the University of Southern 
California

2004 
Facebook launched as a social 
networking site

Norman earns a Master of Music 
degree from the Univeristy of 
Southern California

2010-11 
Norman serves as composer-in-
residence with the Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project

2015 
Hamilton premieres on Broadway

Norman receives a nomination for 
a Grammy Award in the "Best 
Contemporary Compositon" 
category
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We are proud to welcome Teddy’s Kids to the stage to help Music Director 
Teddy Abrams conduct the Liberty Bell March. Teddy’s Kids is the LO’s young 
conductor program and participating 4th and 5th-grade students were 
nominated by their teachers to represent their schools during the concert.

American composer John Philip Sousa earned the nickname “The American 
March King” because he wrote over 130 military marches including Semper 
Fidelis and Stars and Stripes Forever. He was a Marine and the conductor of 
the US Marine Band from 1880-1892 under five sitting US presidents. 
Although new marches are commissioned to commemorate important 
contemporary American events, Sousa’s famous marches from the 1890s are 
still used to this day. In fact, The Liberty Bell March has been played at three 
modern-day presidential inaugurations: Bill Clinton (1993), George W. Bush 
(2005) and Barack Obama (2009). 

For hundreds of years military bands were used to signal the troops. After the 
American Civil War, these bands were part of the fabric of a community and 
performed at all civic functions and for concerts. Even today, the musicians in 
our military bands are given special recognition for their service to our country 
and attract the highest level performers. If you ever get the chance to hear a 
military band, don't miss it! 

While listening to the Liberty Bell March, students should notice how the 
music is played only by percussion and wind instruments. Since string 
instruments are not traditionally in in marching/military bands, the musicians 
playing the string instruments (violin, viola, cello, bass, etc.) remain quietly on 
stage throughout the piece.

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA (1854–1932) 
LIBERTY BELL MARCH  Link to Listen

SOUSA TIMELINE
1854
Sousa was born in Washington D.C.  

1861–65 
American Civil War 

1868 
Sousa's father enlisted the 13-year-old in 
the United State Marine Band as an 
apprentice where he remains for seven 
years

1871
The Great Chicago Fire

1880
Sousa re-enlists in the Marines and 
becomes conductor

1892
Sousa establishes his own touring band 
and performs around the world

1893 
A Philadelphia instrument maker invented 
the "Sousaphone" based on the design 
requested by John Philip Sousa for his band

1896
Soursa composes "Stars and Stripes 
Forever" - designated in 1987 as the 
national march of the United States

1932
Sousa dies on 6 March 1932 in Reading, PA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpKLqQRRJBM


Teddy Abrams wrote his work for orchestra and voices called The Greatest: 
Muhammad Ali in 2017. It was written in honor of Louisville native and 
internationally renowned humanitarian and boxing legend, Muhammad Ali. 
The entire piece is over an hour long and celebrates the career of the famous 
man from the 1950s to his death in October 2016. The work was written as a 
mix of songs, speeches, dance, poetry, rap and music. 

We will hear the rap titled "I AM ALI" that was performed by Louisville 
musician Jecorey Arthur at the premiere. For this performance, we will hear 
two young rappers who have been trained for these concerts by Mr. Arthur 
and perform with the Louisville Orchestra for the first time. DaVonn Pitne and 
Jaelyn Stewart will be featured in our concerts and they created their own 
raps to perform with the orchestra.

Abrams first wrote this rap and then created the rest of the longer work. The 
rap was the inspiration for the bigger piece for what's been called his 
"grandest project yet" since becoming music director of the Louisville 
Orchestra in 2014.

He admires Muhammad Ali and says, "I wanted Ali's life story to be the 
gateway to the bigger picture, which was his relationship to the most 
important things of the time: race, war and spirituality. He somehow found 
himself at the center of everything in an authentic way."

Teddy Abrams is a conductor, a composer, a music director, and performs on  
both the clarinet and piano. He was the youngest music director ever 
appointed to an American orchestra when he took the leadership of the 
Louisville Orchestra. In addition to his work with the Louisville Orchestra, he 
is music director for the Britt Festival in Oregon and conducts orchestras all 
over the U.S. He loves sharing his music with the community and it's not 
unusual to see him playing his portable keyboard to people all over our city.

TEDDY ABRAMS  (b1987 )

THE GREATEST: MUHAMMAD ALI - "I AM ALI" Rap

ABRAMS - ALI
TIMELINE
1942
Cassius Clay born in Louisville

1964 
Clay wins the World Heavyweight Boxing 
Championship and changes his name to 
Muhammad Ali

1974
Ali wins the World Heavyweight Boxing 
Championship for the 2nd time

1978
Ali wins the World Heavyweight Boxing 
Championship for the 3rd time

1979
Ali retires from boxing and increases his 
humanitarian work around the world

1987
Teddy Abrams born in California

1996
Muhammad Ali honored by lighting the 
Olympic cauldron during the opening 
ceremony in Atlanta

2016
Muhammad Ali dies on 3 June in Phoenix

2017
The Greatest: Muhammad Ali premieres on 
4 NOV with the composer on the podium
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1940
Hancock born in Chicago, IL

1960
Jane Goodall began her behavioral 
study of chimpanzees in Tanganyika

1967
The Beatles released Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band

1973
“Chameleon” was released on 
Hancock’s Head Hunters

1975
Richard Adams’ Watership Down

1981
Music Television (MTV) launched 

1983
Hancock wins Grammy for Rockit

2013
Hancock is recipient of 
Kennedy Center

HERBIE HANCOCK
CHAMELEON Link to Listen

Jazz musician and composer Herbie Hancock has forged his own path 
in jazz and came to redefine jazz rhythm and many of his works became 
inspirations for future jazz, funk, dance and hip hop artists. A child prodigy 
on piano, Hancock’s early life was focused on the classics but in high 
school he was introduced to jazz through the great jazz pianists like Oscar 
Peterson and Bill Evans. In college, Herbie was fascinated by electronics 
and science, hence the double major at Grinnell College in music and 
electrical engineering. After stints as a session musician and as a member 
of the Miles Davis Quintet, Herbie began a successful solo career.

In 1973, he formed a group called The Headhunters that included Bennie 
Maupin, Paul Jackson, Bill Summers and Harvey Mason. That same year, 
they released the album Head Hunters that became a major crossover hit 
(it became the first jazz album to go platinum). Chameleon would be the 
break out hit that featured a distinctive bass line and funk beat. The song 
would inspire other interpretations from drummer Buddy Rich, trumpeter 
Maynard Ferguson, and even Lenny Kravitz in a jam session.
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HANCOCK TIMELINE
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Herbie Hancock

Head Hunters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTJhHn-TuDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTJhHn-TuDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QwiTYBzU68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbkqE4fpvdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBVVHthlIwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzvoFSwPe8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjww4cTIbVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4p5Jb8KaiUk


Mark Ronson born in London, UK
1975

Margaret Thatcher 
UK Prime Minister

1979

Michael Jackson’s Thriller
1982

Hubble telescope launched 
into space

1990

Nelson Mandela was elected 
President of South Africa

1994

Apple introduced the iPod 
2001

Completion of the Human  
Genome Project

2004

Ronson released Uptown Special 
featuring Bruno Mars

2015

MARK RONSON/BRUNO MARS
UPTOWN FUNK Link to Listen - language and image warning

When English musician, songwriter and DJ Mark Ronson collaborated with 
Bruno Mars for Mars’ album Unorthodox Jukebox (2012), the pairing 
produced huge hits including Locked out of Heaven and won the 
Grammy for Best Pop Vocal Album. So it seemed logical to collaborate 
again for a track on Ronson’s fourth album Uptown Special (2015). The 
process began in Bruno Mars’ basement and while the initial instrumental 
track and first few lines of what would become Uptown Funk came 
easily, creating the rest of the song was a much more labored process.  
In an NPR interview, Ronson noted that after the initial session, the energy 
wasn’t the same; “You can never get that spirit back,” Ronson says. “You 
try to write another verse, and it seems forced, because the first one was 
so natural.” He even wondered “maybe this song wasn’t meant to be.” But 
he kept fighting for it “I’d wait maybe a month until everyone’s nerves 
cooled down and be like, ‘Hey, can we get back in and try to work on that 
song again?’” he says. “Eventually, we did get it.”

Inspired by the late 1980s funk sound coming out of Minneapolis (*Prince 
and the Revolution, and Morris Day and The Time in particular), 
Uptown Funk has gone on to become one of the best-selling singles of all 
time.*Please note that lyrics and videos for these may not be suitable for 
younger children. They are hyperlinked as a teacher resource but please be 
sure to review before showing to your elementary school students.
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RONSON TIMELINE
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Mark Ronson & Bruno Mars

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13oXf68zRcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPf0YbXqDm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5AL6F7q5-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5AL6F7q5-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZTqYO9Af6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPf0YbXqDm0



