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ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 
(COMPOSERS & COMPOSITIONS) 

including other significant works 

ART, OPERA & 

CULTURE 

LITERATURE &  

THEATER 

AMERICAN &  

WORLD HISTORY 

SCIENCE &  

TECHNOLOGY 

A l'eure by Josquin des 

Prez (approx. 1492-95) 

 

Ottaviano Petrucci pub-

lished Harmonice Musices 

Odhecaton in 1501 

 

Ricercari sopra li tuoni a 

Quattro by Giovanni Pal-

estrina (1562) 

 

Bransles by Thoinot Ar-

beau (1589) 

 

Fantasia a 6 by William 

Byrd (year unknown) 

Mona Lisa by 

DaVinci (1503) 

 

Sistine Chapel 

began by 

Michelangelo 

(1508) 

 

Venus of Urbino by 

Titian (1525) 

 

Spem in Alium by 

Thomas Tallis (1570) 

 

Dafne, by Jacopo 

Peri(1598) 

Le Morte d’Arthur by Sir 

Thomas Malory (1485—

published) 

 

The Prince by Machiavelli 

(1513) 

 

Romeo & Juliet (1594), A 

Midsummer Night’s 

Dream (1595), The 

Merchant of Venice 

(1596), Henry IV (1597), 

Much Ado About Nothing 

(1598), Julius Caesar and 

Twelfth Night (1599) by 

William Shakespeare 

 

 Tudor dynasty began in 

England (1485) 

 First voyage of Columbus 

(1492) 

 Martin Luther broke from the 

Catholic Church and wrote 

his Ninety-five theses (1517) 

 Magellan circumnavigated 

the globe (1519) 

 Church of England broke 

from the Roman Catholic 

church (1531-32) 

 Ireland made a kingdom 

(1542) 

 Spanish Armada defeated 

(1588) 

 

Gutenberg invented 

movable metal type for 

printing (1454) 

 

The Treviso Arithmetic was 

the first published math 

book in Treviso, Italy (1478) 

 

Leonardo da Vinci 

sketched a humanoid 

automaton (1495) 

 

The beginning of the Scien-

tific Revolution with the Co-

pernicus treatise On the 

Revolution of Heavenly 

Spheres (1543) 
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Académie Royale de 

Musique founded in Paris 

(1669) 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

born (1685) 

 

Water Music by Handel 

(1717) 

 

Brandenburg Concertos 

by J.S. Bach (1721) 

 

Rameau wrote the Treatise 

on Harmony (1722) 

 

Gradus ad Paranassum by 

Johann Fux (1725) 

 

J.S. Bach died (1750) 

L’Orfeo by Claudio 

Monteverdi (1607) 

 

The Night Watch by 

Rembrandt (1642) 

 

Dido & Aeneas by 

Henry Purcell (1689) 

 

Giulio Cesare by 

George Handel 

(1724) 

 

The Beggar’s Opera  

by John Gay (1728) 

 

Covent Garden 

Opera House opens 

in London (1732) 

 

Japanese Kabuki first per-

formance (1603) 

 

Don Quixote by 

Cervantes (1605/1615) 

 

Shakespeare died in 1616 

 

Tartuffe by Molière (1664) 

 

Paradise Lost by John 

Milton (1667) 

 

An Essay Concerning 

Human Understanding by 

John Locke (1690) 

 

Gulliver’s Travels by 

Jonathan Swift (1726) 

 Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 

Rock (1602) 

 Plague outbreak in England 

(1603) 

 Jamestown, Virginia 

settlement (1607) and first 

slaves arrived in Virginia 

(1619) 

 Puritans founded Boston 

(1630) 

 Taj Mahal began (1634-1635) 

 Peter the Great crowned in 

Russia (1682) 

 Salem Witch Trials in  

Massachusetts (1692-93) 

 Rifles introduced to America 

by Swiss immigrants (1721) 

 First settlement of Ohio 

Company (1749) 

Patent for the first 

telescope (1608) 

 

Johannes Kepler wrote 

Astronomia nova (1609) 

 

Galileo Galilei wrote 

Dialogue on the Two Chief 

Systems of the World 

(1632) 

 

Sir Isaac Newton wrote 

Principia mathematica 

(1687) 

 

Innoculation for small pox 

was introduced to 

England by Lady Mary 

Wortley Montagu (1717) 

 

Louisville Orchestra ©2014-16 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVyiYhjvz-I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josquin_des_Prez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josquin_des_Prez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi82eVnn-uU
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonice_Musices_Odhecaton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonice_Musices_Odhecaton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IMECDQpIlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IMECDQpIlk
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Giovanni-Pierluigi-da-Palestrina
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Giovanni-Pierluigi-da-Palestrina
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xUo_fFYXBY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoinot_Arbeau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoinot_Arbeau
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXNI49_FJBU
http://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Byrd
http://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Byrd
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/high-ren-florence-rome/leonardo-da-vinci/v/celebrity-art-leonardo-s-mona-lisa
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/leon/hd_leon.htm
http://mv.vatican.va/3_EN/pages/CSN/CSN_Storia.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/medici/renaissance/michelangelo.html
http://www.uffizi.org/artworks/venus-of-urbino-by-titian/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists/titian
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT-ZAAi4UQQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/e29c77e6-3bc0-4bea-90ed-4caff60f6bc3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dafne
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Jacopo-Peri
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Jacopo-Peri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Morte_d'Arthur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Malory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Malory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prince
http://www.pbs.org/empires/medici/renaissance/machiavelli.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/midsummer/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/midsummer/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/midsummer/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/merchant/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/merchant/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/1henryiv/index.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/much_ado/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/julius_caesar/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/twelfth_night/full.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Shakespeare
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/KingsandQueensofEngland/TheTudors/TheTudors.aspx
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus
http://www.pbs.org/empires/martinluther/
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/ferdinand-magellan
https://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/history.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Ireland
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/tudors/adams_armada_01.shtml
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Johannes-Gutenberg
http://www.maa.org/press/periodicals/convergence/mathematical-treasures-the-treviso-arithmetic
http://www.history.com/topics/leonardo-da-vinci
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/copernicus.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/copernicus.shtml
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/08/141931239/for-copernicus-a-perfect-heaven-put-sun-at-center
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/08/141931239/for-copernicus-a-perfect-heaven-put-sun-at-center
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/08/141931239/for-copernicus-a-perfect-heaven-put-sun-at-center
http://www.scholarly-societies.org/history/1669arm.html
http://www.scholarly-societies.org/history/1669arm.html
http://www.jsbach.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnn3TVBDtcA
http://gfhandel.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ehbar90jHz8
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/proms/10971031/Rameau-the-greatest-composer-youve-never-heard-of.html
http://www.cengage.com/music/book_content/049557273X_wrightSimms/assets/ITOW/7273X_00_Musical_Interlude_6_ITOW_Rameau.pdf
http://www.cengage.com/music/book_content/049557273X_wrightSimms/assets/ITOW/7273X_00_Musical_Interlude_6_ITOW_Rameau.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Joseph_Fux#Gradus_Ad_Parnassum
http://www.baroquemusic.org/bqxfux.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ma4OelX45I
http://www.npr.org/programs/specials/milestones/990519.motm.monteverdi.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/specials/milestones/990519.motm.monteverdi.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D_rc92g27w
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/rmbt/hd_rmbt.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_R7BYSgz8xY
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/ddea5540-2c7d-4266-8507-b367c2635d35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfYxAIjVENM&list=PLiKPr0BwwLe6R7J22-wICFOIcLLeUh8wZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU6p3Ubq42U
http://www.luminarium.org/eightlit/gay/gaybio.htm
http://www.roh.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabuki
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/d/don-quixote/book-summary
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31852032
http://www.theatrehistory.com/french/tartuffe001.html
http://www.theatrehistory.com/french/moliere006.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Lost
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/john-milton
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/john-milton
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/761#lf0128-01_head_003
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/761#lf0128-01_head_003
http://www.history.com/topics/john-locke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulliver's_Travels
http://www.victorianweb.org/previctorian/swift/bio.html
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/plymouth_rock.htm
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/plymouth_rock.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Death
http://www.historyisfun.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Boston
http://www.tajmahal.gov.in/
http://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/peter-i/
http://www.history.com/topics/salem-witch-trials
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Ohio_Company?rec=944
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Ohio_Company?rec=944
http://www.space.com/21950-who-invented-the-telescope.html
http://kepler.nasa.gov/Mission/JohannesKepler/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomia_nova
http://www.history.com/topics/galileo-galilei
http://muse.tau.ac.il/museum/galileo/the_dialogue.html
http://muse.tau.ac.il/museum/galileo/the_dialogue.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zwwgcdm
http://mathground.net/philosophiae-naturalis-principia-mathematica-sir-isaac-newton/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mary_Wortley_Montagu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mary_Wortley_Montagu
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Sinfonia in B minor by CPE 

Bach (1773) 

 

Symphony No. 35 

(Haffner) by Mozart (1782) 

 

Haydn quartets by Mozart 

(1782-5) 

 

Symphony No. 41 in C 

major (Jupiter) by Mozart 

(1788) 

 

Mozart died (1791) 

 

London Symphonies 

composed by Franz Josef 

Haydn (1791) 

 

Symphony No. 1 by 

Beethoven (1799) 

 

The Seasons by Haydn 

(1801) 

 

Fifth Symphony (1807) and 

Ninth Symphony (1823) by 

Beethoven  

 

Haydn died (1809) 

 

Symphony No. 8 

(Unfinished) by Franz Schu-

bert (1822) 

 

Beethoven died (1827) 

 

Schubert died (1828) 

 

 

Orfeo ed Uridice by 

Christoph Gluck 

(1762) 

 

The Blue Boy by 

Gainesborough 

(1770) 

 

La Scala opera 

house opens in 

Milan (1778) 

 

Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart composes 

The Marriage of 

Figaro (1786), Don 

Giovanni (1787), 

Così Fan Tutte 

(1790) and The 

Magic Flute (1791)  

 

Fidelio (first version) 

by Beethoven 

(1805) 

 

Giuseppe Verdi 

and Richard Wag-

ner are born (1813) 

 

The Star Spangled 

Banner by Francis 

Scott Key (1814) 

 

Gioacchino Rossini 

composes The 

Barber of Seville 

(1816), La 

Cenerentola (1817), 

and Guillaume Tell 

(1829) 

Candide by Voltaire 

(1759) 

 

The Wealth of Nations by 

Adam Smith (1776) 

 

Critique of Pure Reason 

by Immanuel Kant (1781) 

 

Washington Irving born 

(1783) 

 

The Marriage of Figaro by 

Beaumarchais (1784) 

 

The History of the Decline 

and Fall of the Roman 

Empire by Edward 

Gibbon (1788) 

 

Kubla Khan by Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge (1797) 

 

Faust (part 1) by Goethe 

(1808) 

 

The Lady of the Lake 

(1810) and Ivanhoe  

(1819)by Sir Walter Scott  

 

Sense and Sensibility by 

Jane Austen (1811) 

 

Prometheus Unbound by 

Percy Bysshe Shelley 

(1820) 

 

The Last of the Mohicans 

by James Fenimore 

Cooper (1826) 

 French and Indian wars 

(1756) 

 George III of England 

crowned (1760) 

 Joseph II became Holy 

Roman Emperor (1765) 

 The Boston Massacre (1770) 

 First Continental Congress in 

Philadelphia (1774) 

 Louis XVI King of France 

(1774) 

 American Revolution (1775-

1783) 

 Daniel Boone blazes trail 

through Cumberland Gap 

(1775) 

 Declaration of 

Independence (1776) 

 French Revolution (1789-

1794) 

 Washington D.C. founded 

(1790) 

 The Kingdoms of Ireland and 

Great Britain merge to form 

the United Kingdom (1801) 

 Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

 Lewis & Clark open up the 

Northwest Territory (1804-6) 

 Napoleon crowned Emperor 

(1804) 

 The University of Berlin was 

founded (1810) 

 French invasion of Russia 

(1812) 

 War of 1812 between United 

States and England (1812) 

 Napoleon retreated from 

Moscow (1812) 

 Congress of Vienna (1814) 

 

Ben Franklin conducted 

his famous kite experi-

ment (1752) 

 

Eli Whitney born (1765) 

 

Watt’s steam engine was 

patented (1769) 

 

Whirlpool galaxy discov-

ered by Messier (1773) 

 

Caroline Herschel discov-

ered a comet (1786) 

 

Eli Whitney invented the 

cotton gin (1794) 

 

Discovery of ultraviolet 

light (1801) 

 

Fulton built first 

commercial steamboat 

(1807) 

 

Invention of the 

metronome (1815) 

 

The first blood transfusion 

using human blood in 

London (1818) 

 

Typewriter invented 

(1821) 

 

Faraday’s electric motor 

and generator (1821) 

 

Gregor Mendel was born 

(1822) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ebIU0VZZnk
http://cpebach.org/
http://cpebach.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROUdYQWHWUk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfgang_Amadeus_Mozart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyNFElawfTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zK5295yEQMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zK5295yEQMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OitPLIowJ70
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Haydn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Haydn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nIU9iUcbfc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_van_Beethoven
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5ezhcLfv94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jv2WJMVPQi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJQ32q2k8Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRurBkG9MRg
http://www.biography.com/people/franz-schubert-9475558
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1B85UQT4AY
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Christoph-Willibald-Gluck
http://huntington.org/webassets/templates/general.aspx?id=14392
http://www.thomas-gainsborough.org/biography.html
http://www.teatroallascala.org/en/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLtqZewjwgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLtqZewjwgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyjVCbTo5F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyjVCbTo5F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0tMmGCFvTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLlux8ICOfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLlux8ICOfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0Avp2Z9XS4
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Giuseppe-Verdi
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Wagner-German-composer
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Wagner-German-composer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGvW6jHUHiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGvW6jHUHiY
http://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/francis-scott-key.aspx
http://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/francis-scott-key.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gioachino_Rossini
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrXJnMvg9uI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrXJnMvg9uI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3reLK2FbNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3reLK2FbNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7O91GDWGPU
http://literature.org/authors/voltaire/candide/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voltaire
http://www.econlib.org/library/Smith/smWN.html
http://www.biography.com/people/adam-smith-9486480
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/4280/4280-h/4280-h.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immanuel_Kant
http://www.historichudsonvalley.org/education/Background/abt_irving/abt_irving.html
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/1563
http://www.theatrehistory.com/french/beaumarchais001.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25717/25717-h/25717-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25717/25717-h/25717-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25717/25717-h/25717-h.htm
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Gibbon
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Gibbon
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173247#poem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Taylor_Coleridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Taylor_Coleridge
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/f/faust-parts-1-and-2/about-faust-parts-1-and-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Wolfgang_von_Goethe
http://www.walterscott.lib.ed.ac.uk/works/poetry/lady.html
http://www.walterscott.lib.ed.ac.uk/works/novels/ivanhoe.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/profiles/6ybQ7x2H4s0LF0ZlL8jKj0/walter-scott
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/s/sense-and-sensibility/book-summary
http://www.janeausten.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus_Unbound_(Shelley)
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/percy-bysshe-shelley
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/940/940-h/940-h.htm
http://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Fenimore-Cooper
http://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Fenimore-Cooper
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1750-1775/french-indian-war
http://www.royal.gov.uk/historyofthemonarchy/kingsandqueensoftheunitedkingdom/thehanoverians/georgeiii.aspx
http://www.biography.com/people/joseph-ii-9358214
http://www.bostonmassacre.net/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-continental-congress-convenes
http://en.chateauversailles.fr/history/court-people/louis-xvi-time/louis-xvi
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
http://www.history.com/topics/daniel-boone
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/frenchrevolution.htm
http://washington.org/DC-information/washington-dc-history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1801-1829/louisiana-purchase
http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zg9kwmn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldt_University_of_Berlin
http://www.history.com/news/napoleons-disastrous-invasion-of-russia-200-years-ago
http://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/the-war-of-1812.aspx
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/forpol/vienna.html
http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/
http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/shocking/
http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/shocking/
http://science.howstuffworks.com/steam-technology3.htm
http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_2457.html
http://messier.seds.org/m/m051.html
http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/whos_who_level2/herschel.html
http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/cotton-gin-and-eli-whitney
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=14
http://missionscience.nasa.gov/ems/10_ultravioletwaves.html
http://missionscience.nasa.gov/ems/10_ultravioletwaves.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/theymadeamerica/whomade/fulton_hi.html
http://www.franzmfg.com/history.htm
http://www.redcrossblood.org/learn-about-blood/history-blood-transfusion
http://site.xavier.edu/polt/typewriters/tw-history.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/faraday_michael.shtml
https://history.nih.gov/exhibits/nirenberg/HS1_mendel.htm
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Symphonie Fantastique 

by Hector Berlioz (1830) 

 

Hebrides Overture by 

Felix Mendelssohn (1830) 

 

Symphony No. 4 (Italian) 

by Mendelssohn (1833) 

 

Roméo et Juliette by Ber-

lioz (1839) 

 

First and Fourth 

Symphonies by Robert 

Schumann (1841) 

 

Philharmonic Society of 

New York (1842) 

 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream incidental music 

by Mendelssohn (1843) 

 

Radetzky March  by Jo-

hann Strauss I (1848) 

 

Blue Danube Waltz by 

Johann Strauss II (1866) 

 

Pictures at an Exhibition 

by Modest Mussorgsky 

(1874) 

 

Symphony No. 4 

(Romantic) by Anton 

Bruckner (1874) 

 

Symphony No. 1 by Jo-

hannes Brahms (1876) 

 

Vincenzo Bellini 

composed La 

Sonnambula (1831), 

Norma (1831), and I 

Puritani (1835) 

 

Gaetano Donizetti 

composed Anna 

Bolena (1830), 

L’elisir d’amore 

(1833), Lucia di 

Lammermoor 

(1835), La Fille du 

regiment (1840), 

and Don Pasquale 

(1843) 

 

Giuseppe Verdi 

composed 

Nabucco (1842), 

Macbeth (1847), 

Rigoletto (1851), Il 

Travatore (1853), La 

Traviata (1853), Un 

Ballo in Maschera 

(1859), Aïda (1871), 

and Otello (1887) 

 

Richard Wagner 

composed Rienzi 

(1842), The Flying 

Dutchman (1843), 

Tannhäuser (1845), 

Lohengrin (1850), 

Tristan und Isolde 

(1865), and The 

Ring of the 

Niebelungen (1854-

1876) 

 

The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame by Victor Hugo 

(1831) 

 

Fairy Tales by Hans Chris-

tian Andersen (1835) 

 

The Three Musketeers 

(1844) by Alexandre Du-

mas père and La Dame 

aux Camellias (1848) by 

Alexandre Dumas fils 

 

Treatise on Instrumenta-

tion by Hector Berlioz 

(1844) 

 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte 

Brontë(1847) 

 

Communist Manifesto by 

Karl Marx and Friedrich 

Engels (1848) 

 

Oper und Drama by 

Richard Wagner (1850) 

 

Singer Jenny Lind began 

her American tour (1850) 

 

Moby Dick by Herman 

Melville (1851) 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by 

Harriet Beecher Stowe 

(1852) 

 

Walden by Henry David 

Thoreau (1854) 

 

 Battle of Waterloo (1815) 

 Karl Marx born (1818) 

 “Savannah” becomes the 

first steamship to cross the 

Atlantic (1819) 

 Singapore established by the 

British East India company 

(1819) 

 Erie Canal opened connect-

ing the Great Lakes to the 

Atlantic (1825) 

 Independence of Greece 

(1829) 

 Slavery Abolition Act banned 

slavery throughout the United 

Kingdom (1833) 

 Davey Crockett killed at the 

Alamo (1836) 

 Queen Victoria crowned in 

England (1837) 

 New Zealand is founded with 

the Treaty of Waitangi be-

tween the British and Maori 

(1840) 

 First telegraph between Balti-

more and Washington (1844) 

 Mormons settle at Great Salt 

Lake (1847) 

 First gold rush in California 

(1848) 

 Taiping Rebellion in China 

(1850-64) 

 Crimean War (1854) 

 Charge of the Light Brigade 

(1854) 

 Consolidation of Italy (1861) 

 American Civil War (1861-65) 

 International Red Cross 

founded after the first Ge-

neva Convention (1864) 

Louis Braille published the 

first Braille book (1829) 

 

Michael Faraday began 

experiments that lead to 

discovery of electromag-

netic induction (1831) 

 

Samuel Morse invented 

the telegraph (1837) 

 

Christian Doppler pub-

lished his theory on the 

Doppler effect (1842) 

 

First use of ether as an 

anesthetic (1842) 

 

Morse sent first telegraph 

message (1844) 

 

Isaac Singer invented the 

stitch sewing machine 

(1851) 

 

Sigmund Freud was born 

in Austria (1856) 

 

Charles Darwin published 

On the Origin of Species 

(1859) 

 

James Clerk Maxwell 

published A Dynamical 

Theory of the Electromag-

netic Field (1865) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK6iAxe0oEc
http://www.hberlioz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvWezBIUDtg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HX_jF1_Tgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FIWP3r0KLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFvNriIDLrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yunhjIVTG_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yunhjIVTG_U
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/18/127038609/the-life-and-music-of-robert-schumann
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/18/127038609/the-life-and-music-of-robert-schumann
http://www.britannica.com/topic/New-York-Philharmonic
http://www.britannica.com/topic/New-York-Philharmonic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUDvZaMl4RU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUDvZaMl4RU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHFf7NIwOHQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Strauss_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Strauss_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlFBWo-Cbz8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Strauss_II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDEaEJXMKuA
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Modest-Mussorgsky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXgyXKuIXN8C:/Users/deannah/Documents/Amazon%20Music%20Importer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Bruckner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Bruckner
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3a4v1TWUNo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Brahms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Brahms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincenzo_Bellini
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sk_2y6B50U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sk_2y6B50U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiGpm56Bi8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAYxfkzwTHY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAYxfkzwTHY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaetano_Donizetti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlZC83-eMC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlZC83-eMC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J7JM0tGgRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYm7oJXVeks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYm7oJXVeks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9OXNPuHK-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9OXNPuHK-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jsNdzYTqQ8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/f1bedf1f-4445-4651-9c35-f4a3f3860a13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2F4G5H_TTvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avcT52vTeE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xDkYkOHj20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZN01_pAxro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZN01_pAxro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHXHpSocXuU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHXHpSocXuU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4JioFBobM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uq517L5XdS4
http://www.wagneroperas.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URIwWtwn6qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afEgY1z502Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afEgY1z502Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoSLD1sCyfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqk4bcnBqls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuPDMhyGKB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeRwBiu4wfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeRwBiu4wfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeRwBiu4wfQ
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/hunchback/context.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/hunchback/context.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Victor-Hugo
http://hca.gilead.org.il/princess.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/t/the-three-musketeers/book-summary
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexandre-Dumas-pere
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexandre-Dumas-pere
https://books.google.com/books?id=PosOJOjUJw4C&pg=PR22&lpg=PR22&dq=la+dame+aux+camelias+dumas+fils&source=bl&ots=LN58X-hm_r&sig=Y69nlkspqXQzDLxsYbrgdfL9iDg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAjgKahUKEwjqzvDdxJ_IAhWGGD4KHRLzD_g#v=onepage&q=la%20dame%20aux%20camelias%2
https://books.google.com/books?id=PosOJOjUJw4C&pg=PR22&lpg=PR22&dq=la+dame+aux+camelias+dumas+fils&source=bl&ots=LN58X-hm_r&sig=Y69nlkspqXQzDLxsYbrgdfL9iDg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAjgKahUKEwjqzvDdxJ_IAhWGGD4KHRLzD_g#v=onepage&q=la%20dame%20aux%20camelias%2
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexandre-Dumas-fils
http://www.hberlioz.com/Scores/BerliozTreatise.html
http://www.hberlioz.com/Scores/BerliozTreatise.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/janeeyre/summary.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/bronte/cbronte/brontbio.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/bronte/cbronte/brontbio.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera_and_Drama
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/foster/peopleevents/p_lind.html
http://americanliterature.com/author/herman-melville/book/moby-dick-or-the-whale/summary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herman_Melville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herman_Melville
https://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/utc/
https://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/hbs/
http://thoreau.eserver.org/walden00.html
http://www.walden.org/Thoreau
http://www.walden.org/Thoreau
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zwtf34j
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Savannah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Savannah
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/singapore
http://www.eriecanal.org/
http://www.visitgreece.gr/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_Abolition_Act_1833
http://www.history.com/topics/davy-crockett
http://www.royal.gov.uk/historyofthemonarchy/kingsandqueensoftheunitedkingdom/thehanoverians/victoria.aspx
http://www.newzealand.com/us/
http://historywired.si.edu/detail.cfm?ID=324
http://www.pbs.org/mormons/timeline/
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/californiagoldrush.htm
http://www.britannica.com/event/Taiping-Rebellion
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/crimea_01.shtml
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/lightbrigade.htm
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/italy/history
http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/civil-war/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/international-red-cross-founded
http://braillebug.afb.org/louis_braille_bio.asp
http://www.famousscientists.org/michael-faraday/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/theymadeamerica/whomade/morse_hi.html
http://www-gap.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/history/Biographies/Doppler.html
http://www.history.com/topics/ether-and-chloroform
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/reform/jb_reform_morsecod_1.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/theymadeamerica/whomade/singer_hi.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/bhfreu.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zq8gcdm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1228/1228-h/1228-h.htm
http://www.clerkmaxwellfoundation.org/html/who_was_maxwell-.html
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Marche Slave by Pyotr 

Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1876) 

 

Symphony No. 4 by 

Tchaikovsky (1877) 

 

The Carnival of the Ani-

mals by Camille Saint-

Saëns (1886) 

 

Scheherazade by Nikolai 

Rimsky-Korsakov (1888) 

 

Symphony No. 5 by 

Tchaikovsky (1888) 

 

Death and Transfiguration 

by Richard Strauss (1890) 

 

The Nutcracker by 

Tchaikovsky (1892) 

 

Symphony No. 6 

(Pathetique) by 

Tchaikovsky (1893) 

 

Symphony No. 9 (New 

World) by Antonín Dvořák

(1893) 

 

Prelude to the Afternoon 

of a Faun by Claude 

Debussy (1894) 

 

Stars and Stripes Forever 

by John Philip Sousa 

(1896) 

 

Enigma Variations by Ed-

ward Elgar (1899) 

Leaves of Grass by Walt 

Whitman (1855) 

 

A Tale of Two Cities by 

Charles Dickens (1859) 

 

War and Peace by Leo 

Tolstoy (1864) 

 

Peer Gynt by Henrik Ibsen 

(1867) 

 

20,000 Leagues Under the 

Sea by Jules Verne (1869) 

 

Sarah Bernhardt took the 

European stages by 

storm beginning in the 

1870s 

 

A Doll’s House by Henrik 

Ibsen (1879) 

 

Also Sprach Zarathustra 

by Friedrich Nietzsche 

(1883) 

 

Treasure Island by Robert 

Louis Stevenson (1883) 

 

George Bernard Shaw 

first play Widowers’ 

Houses performed (1892) 

 

The Seagull by Anton 

Chekhov (1896) 

Olympia painted 

by Manet (1863) 

 

Carmen by 

Georges Bizet 

(1875) 

 

Claude Monet 

paints Gare Saint-

Lazare (1877) 

 

Eugene Onegin by 

Tchaikovsky (1879) 

 

Metropolitan Opera 

opened (1883) 

 

Sunflowers painted 

by Vincent van 

Gogh (1888) 

 

Auguste Rodin 

sculpted The 

Thinker (1889) 

 

Toulouse-Lautrec 

painted At the 

Moulin Rouge 

(1892) 

 

Hänsel und Gretel 

by Engelbert 

Humperdinck (1893) 

 

La Bohème by 

Giacomo Puccini 

(1896) 

 

 

 13th Amendment abolishing 

slavery passed (1865) 

 First successful transatlantic 

cable (1866) 

 Abraham Lincoln 

assassinated (1865) 

 United States purchased 

Alaska from Russia (1867) 

 First professional baseball 

club, The Cincinnati Red 

Stockings was founded 

(1868) 

 Suez Canal opened (1869) 

 Yellowstone National Park 

founded (1872) 

 Anglo-Zulu war (1879) 

 First Boer war (1880) 

 Krakatoa volcano explosion 

(1883) 

 Brooklyn Bridge was built 

(1885) 

 Statue of Liberty unveiled in 

New York Harbor (1886) 

 Jack the Ripper terrorized 

London (1888) 

 Paris Worlds’ Fair (1889) 

 Wounded Knee Massacre 

(1890) 

 Nicholas II, last Tsar of Russia, 

was crowned (1894) 

 Olympic games revived in 

Athens (1896) 

 Klondike gold rush in Can-

ada (1897) 

 Spanish-American War (1898) 

 Second Boer War (1899-1902) 

 Boxer Rebellion in China 

(1899-1901) 

Gregor Mendel (the fa-

ther of modern genetics) 

published Experiments on 

Plant Hybridization (1865) 

and Proceedings of the 

Natural History Society of 

Brünn (1866) 

 

Levi Strauss patented 

denim jeans using cop-

per rivets (1874) 

 

Telephone invented by 

Alexander Graham Bell 

(1876) 

 

Thomas Edison invented 

the phonograph (1877), 

and first incandescent 

light bulb (1879) 

 

Robert Koch discovered 

the tuberculosis germ 

(1882) 

 

Louis Pasteur began 

inoculating against rabies 

(1884) 

 

Nikola Tesla started Tesla 

Electric Light & Manufac-

turing and  patented the 

induction motor (1888) 

 

Marie and Pierre Curie 

discovered elements po-

lonium  and radium and 

coined the term radioac-

tivity (1898) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5poSw7tFLB4
http://en.tchaikovsky-research.net/pages/Main_Page
http://en.tchaikovsky-research.net/pages/Main_Page
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLHj-eekdNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNbXuFBjncw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNbXuFBjncw
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Camille-Saint-Saens
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Camille-Saint-Saens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQNymNaTr-Y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Rimsky-Korsakov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Rimsky-Korsakov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4ILDGl4a9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu2M67IQ68Q
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Strauss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz_f9B4pPtg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJP52W2fa3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHqtJH2f1Yk
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonin-Dvorak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvnRC7tSX50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvnRC7tSX50
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Debussy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Debussy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-7XWhyvIpE
http://www.pbs.org/a-capitol-fourth/history/john-philip-sousa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMLnoe957Ls
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Elgar
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Elgar
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1322/1322-h/1322-h.htm
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/walt-whitman
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/walt-whitman
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/themes.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/dickens_charles.shtml
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/warandpeace/summary.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Leo-Tolstoy
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Leo-Tolstoy
http://www.theatrehistory.com/misc/peer_gynt.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Henrik-Ibsen
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/164/164-h/164-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/164/164-h/164-h.htm
http://www.biography.com/people/jules-verne-9517579
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Sarah-Bernhardt
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/d/a-dolls-house/play-summary
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1998/1998-h/1998-h.htm
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/nietzsche/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/120/120-h/120-h.htm
http://robert-louis-stevenson.org/life/
http://robert-louis-stevenson.org/life/
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1925/shaw-bio.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1754/1754-h/1754-h.htm
http://www.theatrehistory.com/russian/chekhov001.html
http://www.theatrehistory.com/russian/chekhov001.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/cultureshock/flashpoints/visualarts/olympia.html
http://www.manet.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpUJ4-qqV-I
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Bizet
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cmon/hd_cmon.htm
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/works-in-focus/search/commentaire_id/la-gare-saint-lazare-7080.html?no_cache=1
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/works-in-focus/search/commentaire_id/la-gare-saint-lazare-7080.html?no_cache=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d56MMagyMXs
http://www.metopera.org/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/learn-about-art/paintings-in-depth/sunflowers-symbols-of-happiness
http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/biography.html
http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/biography.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/rodn/hd_rodn.htm
http://www.musee-rodin.fr/en/collections/sculptures/thinker
http://www.musee-rodin.fr/en/collections/sculptures/thinker
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/laut/hd_laut.htm
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/61128
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/61128
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbWuPp19zCQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engelbert_Humperdinck_(composer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engelbert_Humperdinck_(composer)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpxQyLdCdik
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Giacomo-Puccini
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/13thamendment.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/abrahamlincoln
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/alaska-purchase
http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com/cin/history/timeline.jsp
http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com/cin/history/timeline.jsp
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/suez-canal-opens
http://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/zulu_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/boer_wars_01.shtml
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/krakatoa-erupts
http://www.history.com/topics/brooklyn-bridge
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/307
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/ripper_jack_the.shtml
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/coll/250_paris.html
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/eight/wklakota.htm
http://www.biography.com/people/nicholas-ii-21032713#synopsis
http://www.history.com/topics/olympic-games
http://www.nps.gov/klgo/index.htm
http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/1898/intro.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/1900/filmmore/reference/interview/lafeber_boxerrebellion.html
http://anthro.palomar.edu/mendel/mendel_1.htm
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/s_z/strauss.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/telephone/peopleevents/mabell.html
http://www.thomasedison.org/index.php/education/inventions/
http://www.nobelprize.org/educational/medicine/tuberculosis/readmore.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/z9kj2hv
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-nikola-tesla/
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/themes/physics/curie/
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ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 
(COMPOSERS & COMPOSITIONS) 

 ART, OPERA & 
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AMERICAN &  
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SCIENCE &  

TECHNOLOGY 

Pomp and Circumstance 

No. 1 by Elgar (1901) 

 

La Mer by Claude Debussy 

(1903-5) 

 

The Unanswered Question 

by Charles Ives (1908) 

 

Fantasia on a Theme by 

Thomas Tallis (1910) by 

Ralph Vaughan-Williams 

 

Igor Stravinsky’s The 

Firebird (1910), Petrushka 

(1911), The Rite of Spring 

1913) 

 

The Planets by Gustav 

Holst (1914-16) 

 

Classical Symphony by 

Sergei Prokofiev (1918) 

 

Rhapsody in Blue by 

George Gershwin (1924) 

 

Boléro by Maurice Ravel 

(1928) 

 

Adagio for Strings by Sam-

uel Barber (1936) 

 

Peter and the Wolf by 

Prokofiev (1936) 

 

Appalachian Spring by 

Aaron Copland (1944) 

Giacomo Puccini’s 

Tosca (1900), 

Madama Butterfly 

(1904), La Fanciulla 

del West (1910), 

and Turandot 

(1926) 

 

Claude Monet 

paints Waterloo 

Bridge (1902) 

 

Richard Strauss’ 

Salome (1905), 

Elektra (1909), Der 

Rosenkavalier 

(1911), and 

Ariadne auf Naxos 

(1916) 

 

Pablo Picasso’s 

Three Musicians 

(1922) 

 

The Three Penny 

Opera by Kurt Weill 

(1928) 

 

Mies van der Rohe 

German Pavilion 

(1929) 

 

Porgy and Bess by 

George Gershwin 

(1935) 

 

Golden Gate 

Bridge completed 

(1937) 

 

The Interpretation of 

Dreams by Sigmund 

Freud (1900) 

 

The Hound of the 

Baskervilles by Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle (1902) 

 

The Three Sisters by Anton 

Chekov (1902) 

 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

by Beatrix Potter (1902) 

 

Peter Pan by James Barrie 

(1904) 

 

Anne of Green Gables by 

Lucy Montgomery (1908) 

 

The Great Gatsby by F. 

Scott Fitzgerald (1925) 

 

The Sound and the Fury 

by William Faulkner (1929) 

 

Of Mice and Men (1937) 

and The Grapes of Wrath 

by John Steinbeck (1939) 

 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

(1937) 

 

Our Town by Thornton 

Wilder (1938) 

 

The Glass Menagerie by 

Tennessee Williams (1944) 

 First daily comic strip “Mr. 

Mutt” (eventually “Mutt & 

Jeff”) began in the San 

Francisco Chronicle (1907) 

 Panama Canel opened 

(1914) 

 World War I (1914-18) 

 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 

overthrew Tsar Nicholas II 

(1917) 

 18th Amendment created 

Prohibition was passed (1917) 

 19th Amendment ratified  

allowing US women to vote 

(1920) 

 Fascist revolution in Italy 

(1922) 

 Charles Lindbergh flew solo 

over the Atlantic (1927) 

 Josef Stalin became dictator 

of Russia (1924) 

 New York Stock Market 

crash; worldwide depression 

(1929) 

 Japan invaded Manchuria 

(1931) 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt elected 

President (1933) 

 Adolf Hitler became 

Chancellor of Germany 

(1933) 

 Spanish Civil War (1936-39) 

 World War II began in Europe 

when Germany invaded 

Poland (1939) 

 United States entered World 

War II when Japan bombed 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii (Dec. 7, 

1941) 

Orville Wright makes his 

first airplane flight in Kitty 

Hawk, NC (1903) 

 

Ford Motor Company 

produces the first Model 

“T” (1908) 

 

Robert Peary discovers 

the North Pole (1909) 

 

Albert Einstein published 

the General Theory of 

Relativity (1915) 

 

First radio news program 

broadcast (1920) 

 

First person with diabetes 

treated with insulin devel-

oped by Banting and 

Macleod (1922) 

 

First television transmission 

(1928) 

 

Discovery of the neutron 

(1932) and nuclear fission 

(1938) 

 

First experiments with 

penicillin (1940) 

 

United States developed 

and dropped two atomic 

bombs on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, Japan, ending 

World War II (1945)  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vvgl_2JRIUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vvgl_2JRIUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlR9rDJMEiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvP7JZWOZMw
http://www.charlesives.org/02bio.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FppYjt6wZJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FppYjt6wZJI
http://www.rvwsociety.com/biography.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Igor-Stravinsky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashMSM_kc4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashMSM_kc4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjkmX21VYeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rq1q6u3mLSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jmk5frp6-3Q
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustav_Holst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustav_Holst
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4z-IvvkhcM
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Sergey-Prokofiev
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PRRzXBwXTY
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/george-gershwin-about-the-composer/65/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQOsUMbU9n4
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Maurice-Ravel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcflwUYYoXk
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/18/124272297/the-life-and-music-of-samuel-barber
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/18/124272297/the-life-and-music-of-samuel-barber
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfM7Y9Pcdzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmgaKGSxQVw
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/aaron-copland-about-the-composer/475/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLP1951ZxIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcQNjV-YSiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4ZFF-DQlTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4ZFF-DQlTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fYvVRLPVcs
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/features/slideshows/claude-monet.html
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/features/slideshows/claude-monet.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yad-_ns6WdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_NtbKsEbXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2LreBJ1JX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2LreBJ1JX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ox9VsGKrNqE
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/pica/hd_pica.htm
http://www.pablopicasso.org/three-musicians.jsp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsM0mfQH08E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsM0mfQH08E
http://www.kwf.org/kurt-weill/biography
http://www.miessociety.org/legacy/
http://www.miessociety.org/legacy/projects/the-barcelona-pavilion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7-Qa92Rzbk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dh00fr.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dh00fr.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/bhfreu.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/bhfreu.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2852/2852-h/2852-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2852/2852-h/2852-h.htm
http://www.arthurconandoyle.com/biography.html
http://www.arthurconandoyle.com/biography.html
http://www.theatredatabase.com/19th_century/three_sisters.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/14838/14838-h/14838-h.htm
http://www.bpotter.com/Beatrix.aspx
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16/16-h/16-h.htm
http://www.britannica.com/biography/J-M-Barrie
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/45/45-h/45-h.htm
http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/aboutlmm/herlife
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/g/the-great-gatsby/f-scott-fitzgerald-biography
http://www.pbs.org/kteh/amstorytellers/bios.html
http://www.pbs.org/kteh/amstorytellers/bios.html
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/s/the-sound-and-the-fury/book-summary
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1949/faulkner-bio.html
http://www.steinbeck.org/pages/of-mice-and-men-synopsis
http://www.steinbeck.org/pages/the-grapes-of-wrath-book-synopsis
http://www.steinbeck.org/pages/john-steinbeck-biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hobbit
http://www.tolkiensociety.org/author/biography/
http://www.twildersociety.org/works/our-town/
http://www.twildersociety.org/biography/life-and-family/
http://www.twildersociety.org/biography/life-and-family/
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/g/the-glass-menagerie/play-summary
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/tennessee-williams-about-tennessee-williams/737/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutt_and_Jeff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutt_and_Jeff
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1899-1913/panama-canal
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/eastern_front_01.shtml
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/volstead-act/
http://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-xix
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/mussolini-founds-the-fascist-party
http://www.charleslindbergh.com/history/
http://www.history.com/topics/joseph-stalin
http://www.pbs.org/fmc/timeline/estockmktcrash.htm
http://www.pbs.org/fmc/timeline/estockmktcrash.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of_Manchuria
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/franklindroosevelt
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zsmm6sg
http://www.britannica.com/event/Spanish-Civil-War
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
http://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/wright-brothers/online/
http://www.history.com/topics/model-t
http://www.history.com/topics/model-t
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/ice/sfeature/peary.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/1921/einstein-bio.html
http://www.space.com/17661-theory-general-relativity.html
http://www.space.com/17661-theory-general-relativity.html
http://www.wired.com/2010/08/0831first-radio-news-broadcast/
http://www.nobelprize.org/educational/medicine/insulin/discovery-insulin.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_television
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dp32ne.html
http://www.aps.org/publications/apsnews/200712/physicshistory.cfm
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemingpenicillin.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemingpenicillin.html
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki
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ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 
(COMPOSERS & COMPOSITIONS) 

 ART, OPERA & 

CULTURE 
LITERATURE &  

THEATER 

AMERICAN &  

WORLD HISTORY 

SCIENCE &  

TECHNOLOGY 

Symphony No. 3 by Aaron 

Copland (1946) 

 

The Typewriter by Leroy 

Anderson (1950) 

 

Music of Changes by John 

Cage (1951) 

 

Sergei Prokofiev died 1953 

 

Symphony No. 6 by Bo-

huslav Martinů (1953) 

 

Variations for Orchestra by 

Elliot Carter (1954-55) 

 

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma was born 

1955 

 

A Jazz Symphony by 

George Antheil (orig. 

1925, revised 1955) 

 

Poème Eléctronique by 

Varèse composed for the 

Brussels World Fair (1958) 

 

Threnody for the Victims of 

Hiroshima by Krzysztof 

Penderecki (1960) 

 

Variations on a Theme by 

Hindemith by William 

Walton (1962-63) 

 

Ancient Voices of Children 

by George Crumb (1970) 

Oklahoma (by Rod-

gers and Hammer-

stein (1943) 

 

Benjamin Britten’s 

Peter Grimes (1945), 

Albert Herring 

(1947), Billy Budd 

(1951)  

 

The King and I by 

Rodgers and Ham-

merstein (1951) 

 

Gian Carlo Menotti 

composes Amahl 

and the Night 

Visitors (1951) 

 

Marian Anderson 

debuted at the Met 

(1955) 

 

Maria Callas 

debuted at the Met 

(1956) 

 

Leonard Bernstein 

composed West 

Side Story (1957)  

 

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 

Hearts Club Band 

by The Beatles

(1967) 

 

Woodstock rock 

festival (1969) 

Death of a Salesman by 

Arthur Miller (1949) 

 

The Lion, the Witch and 

the Wardrobe by C.S. 

Lewis (1950) 

 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by 

Tennessee Williams (1955) 

 

The Cat in the Hat by Dr. 

Seuss (1957) 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird by 

Harper Lee (1961) 

 

One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken 

Kesey (1962) 

 

One Hundred Years of 

Solitude by Gabriel Gar-

cía Márquez (1967) 

 

The Bluest Eye by Toni 

Morrison (1970) 

 

Jonathan Livingston Sea-

gull by Richard Bach 

(1970) 

 

All the President’s Men by 

Bob Woodward & Carl 

Bernstein (1974) 

 

Roots by Alex Haley 

(1976) 

 

 Nuremberg Trials (1945-49) 

 Korean War (1950-53) 

 Alaska and Hawaii become 

the 49th and 50th states 

(1959) 

 Berlin Wall built (1961) 

 President John F. Kennedy is 

assassinated in Dallas (1963) 

 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

received Nobel Peace Prize 

(1964) 

 USSR invaded 

Czechoslovakia (1968) 

 Senator Robert F. Kennedy 

assassinated in Los Angeles 

(1968) 

 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

assassinated in Memphis 

(1968) 

 26th Amendment allowed 18 

year olds to vote (1971) 

 Beginning of Watergate 

scandal (1972) 

 Shirley Chisholm ran for Presi-

dent (1972) 

 19 Israeli athletes and trainers 

were killed at the Munich 

Olympic games (1972) 

 End of official United States 

involvement in Vietnam war 

(1973) 

 Frank Robinson became the 

first African-American to 

manage a major league 

baseball team (1974) 

 President Richard Nixon 

resigned from office (1974) 

 

Crick and Watson publish 

their discovery of the 

structure of DNA (1953) 

 

Mass polio vaccinations 

began in Pittsburgh 

(1954) 

 

USSR launched Sputnik 

(1957) 

 

Jane Goodall began her 

behavioral study of chim-

panzees in Tanganyika 

(1960) 

 

First moon rockets (1959) 

and first manned space 

flights (1961) 

 

American astronaut Neil 

Armstrong walked on the 

moon (1969) 

 

First “Tommy John” elbow 

surgery (1974) 

 

Atari 2600 is first success-

ful gaming console 

(1975) 

 

Discovery that 

fluorocarbons from spray 

cans can cause damage 

to the ozone layer (1976) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uac-luy6OwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nW8dGwa2zRw
http://www.leroyanderson.com/biography.php
http://www.leroyanderson.com/biography.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-JagyXsxFg
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/john-cage-about-the-composer/471/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/john-cage-about-the-composer/471/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx-Bef2Z3yY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohuslav_Martin%C5%AF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohuslav_Martin%C5%AF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrANdfiTDbc
http://elliottcarter.com/biography.html
http://www.yo-yoma.com/about-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPuhnruJfjc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Antheil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQKyYmU2tPg
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Edgard-Varese
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dp3BlFZWJNA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dp3BlFZWJNA
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2013/11/23/246309165/the-sound-of-struggle-tempered-with-terror-penderecki-at-80
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2013/11/23/246309165/the-sound-of-struggle-tempered-with-terror-penderecki-at-80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVj8tOawNiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVj8tOawNiM
http://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Walton
http://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Walton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sy4p7JRbk_s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Crumb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNEUtN21cuU
http://www.rnh.com/rodgersandhammerstein
http://www.rnh.com/rodgersandhammerstein
http://www.rnh.com/rodgersandhammerstein
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Benjamin-Britten
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz3FEaMJanI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gI7NBVwuk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSA9rxhq3WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgVPnWmUqd4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gian_Carlo_Menotti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhOkc-vc1Ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhOkc-vc1Ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhOkc-vc1Ac
http://www.npr.org/2014/04/09/298760473/denied-a-stage-she-sang-for-a-nation
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2011/08/30/140061994/marian-andersons-long-overdue-operatic-moment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Callas
http://www.leonardbernstein.com/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhSKk-cvblc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhSKk-cvblc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xj2bmQ4P4cM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xj2bmQ4P4cM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beatles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodstock
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/d/death-of-a-salesman/about-death-of-a-salesman
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/arthur-miller-none-without-sin/56/
http://www.cslewis.org/resources/studyguides/conedrwt.pdf
http://www.cslewis.org/resources/studyguides/conedrwt.pdf
http://www.cslewis.org/resource/cslewis/
http://www.cslewis.org/resource/cslewis/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_on_a_Hot_Tin_Roof
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cat_in_the_Hat
http://www.seussville.com/#/author
http://www.seussville.com/#/author
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/mocking/summary.html
http://www.harperlee.com/bio.htm
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/o/one-flew-over-the-cuckoos-nest/book-summary
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/o/one-flew-over-the-cuckoos-nest/book-summary
http://www.pbs.org/opb/thesixties/topics/culture/newsmakers_3.html
http://www.pbs.org/opb/thesixties/topics/culture/newsmakers_3.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1982/marquez-prose.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1982/marquez-prose.html
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Gabriel-Garcia-Marquez
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Gabriel-Garcia-Marquez
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/b/the-bluest-eye/book-summary
http://www.biography.com/people/toni-morrison-9415590
http://www.biography.com/people/toni-morrison-9415590
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Livingston_Seagull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Livingston_Seagull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_the_President%27s_Men
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/part1.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/part1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roots:_The_Saga_of_an_American_Family
http://www.alexhaleymuseum.org/biography/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/Nuremberg_trials.html
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/korean-war-2
http://alaska.gov/
https://portal.ehawaii.gov/
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/berlin-wall
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/johnfkennedy
http://www.thekingcenter.org/about-dr-king
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact_invasion_of_Czechoslovakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact_invasion_of_Czechoslovakia
http://rfkcenter.org/robert-f-kennedy/
http://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxvi
http://www.history.com/topics/watergate
http://www.history.com/topics/watergate
http://history.house.gov/People/Listing/C/CHISHOLM,-Shirley-Anita-(C000371)/#biography
http://www.nps.gov/dabe/tragedy-in-munich.htm
http://www.nps.gov/dabe/tragedy-in-munich.htm
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/
http://baseballhall.org/hof/robinson-frank
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/richardnixon
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/do53dn.html
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/children-receive-first-polio-vaccine
http://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/
http://www.janegoodall.org/jane
http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/space-exploration/early-manned-spaceflight/
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/glenn/about/bios/neilabio.html
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/glenn/about/bios/neilabio.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_John_surgery
https://www.atari.com/history/1972-1984-0
http://www.ozonelayer.noaa.gov/science/basics.htm
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ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 
(COMPOSERS & COMPOSITIONS) 

 ART, OPERA & 

CULTURE 
LITERATURE &  

THEATER 

AMERICAN &  

WORLD HISTORY 

SCIENCE &  

TECHNOLOGY 

Frank Zappa collabo-

rated with Zubin Mehta 

and LA Philharmonic 

(1970) 

 

Mass by Leonard Bern-

stein and Stephen 

Schwartz (1971) 

 

Air Music by Ned Rorem 

(1976) 

 

Harmonielehre by John 

Adams (1984-85) 

 

Old and Lost Rivers by 

Tobias Picker (1986) 

 

Trailing Vortices by Wil-

liam Susman (1986) 

 

Of Reminiscences and 

Reflections by Gunther 

Schuller  (1993) 

 

IN-SCHRIFT by Wolfgang 

Rihm (1995) 

 

Heaven Earth Mankind: 

Symphony 1997 by Tan 

Dun (1997) 

 

Asyla by Thomas Adès 

(1997) won Grawemeyer 

Award (2000) 

Opening of Lincoln 

Center (1966) 

 

Of Mice and Men by 

Carlisle Floyd (1970) 

 

Jim Morrison (The 

Doors) (1971), Janis 

Joplin (1970) and 

Jimi Hendrix (1970) 

and Elvis Presley 

(1977)all die from 

drugs and/or alcohol 

overdoses 

 

Rock opera Tommy 

by The Who (1975) 

 

Star Wars (1977) 

 

Sweeney Todd by 

Stephen Sondheim 

(1979) 

 

MTV (1981) 

 

“Live Aid” (1985) 

 

Nixon in China by 

John Adams (1987) 

 

The Ghosts of 

Versailles by John 

Corigliano (1991) 

 

Marco Polo by Tan 

Dun (1996) 

 

Little Women by 

Mark Adamo (1998) 

 

Watership Down by Rich-

ard Adams (1975) 

 

A Chorus Line by Marvin 

Hamlisch (1975) 

 

Cosmos (book and TV 

series) by Carl Sagan 

(1980) 

 

Musical theater had a 

resurgence of popularity 

thanks to Little Shop of 

Horrors, Cats, Big River, 

Les Misérables, The 

Phantom of the Opera 

and Miss Saigon (1982 - 

1991) 

 

La Cage aux Folles (1983) 

 

M. Butterfly by David 

Henry Hwang (1988) 

 

John Grisham wrote The 

Firm (1991) and The Peli-

can Brief (1992) 

 

Jonathan Larson’s Rent, 

opened on Broadway 

and won the Tony for 

Best Musical (1996) 

 

Disney ventured into 

musical theater with 

Beauty and the Beast 

(1994), The Lion King 

(1997), and Aïda (1999) 

 

 

 United States celebrated the 

Bicentennial (1976) 

 Ronald Reagan elected 

President of the United States 

(1980-88) 

 Egyptian President Anwar 

Sadat assassinated (1981) 

 George HW Bush elected 

President of the United States 

(1988-92) 

 Nelson Mandela freed from 

prison (1990) and elected 

President of South Africa 

(1994) 

 East and West Germany 

reunited (1990) 

 Dissolution of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics 

(1991) 

 First Gulf War in Iraq (1991) 

 The World Wide Web was 

launched (1991) 

 William Jefferson Clinton 

elected President (1992 - 

2000) 

 Northridge earthquake in 

Southern California (1994) 

 Bombing of the Murrah Fed-

eral Building in Oklahoma 

City (1995) 

 Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin assassinated (1995) 

 Princess Diana was killed in a 

car accident in Paris (1997) 

 NATO air strike campaign in 

Serbia (1999) 

 

Cray-1 supercomputer 

(1976) 

 

First MRI scanner (1977) 

 

First “test tube baby” 

born in England (1978) 

 

First implantation of artifi-

cial heart, the Jarvik-7 

(1982) 

 

First Apple Macintosh  

personal computer 

(1984) 

 

Wreck of Titanic discov-

ered (1985) 

 

Launch of the Hubble 

Space Telescope (1990) 

 

Human Genome Project 

began (1990) 

 

DVD invented (1995) 

 

Mars Pathfinder 

launched (1996) 

 

Jacques Cousteau died 

(1997) 

 

Concern over potential 

Y2K computer problems 

(1999) 

http://www.avclub.com/article/where-to-dive-into-frank-zappas-weird-unwieldy-dis-83545
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tjsKzhpSwE
http://www.stephenschwartz.com/bio/
http://www.stephenschwartz.com/bio/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRRioquObzo
http://www.nedrorem.com/index1.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmDBO-T9nio
http://johnadamscomposer.com/
http://johnadamscomposer.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dg2iPEKzqwo
http://tobiaspicker.com/bio/
http://www.susmanmusic.com/
http://www.susmanmusic.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X4wgKzmjVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X4wgKzmjVQ
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2015/06/21/197700746/gunther-schuller-who-bridged-and-classical-music-and-jazz-dies-at-89
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2015/06/21/197700746/gunther-schuller-who-bridged-and-classical-music-and-jazz-dies-at-89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i62K43AI4ro
http://www.universaledition.com/Wolfgang-Rihm/composers-and-works/composer/599/biography
http://www.universaledition.com/Wolfgang-Rihm/composers-and-works/composer/599/biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbfLeFYcHhM&list=PLs0cGvZnrIeaZvPFsznyYRho9PZ7q2QqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbfLeFYcHhM&list=PLs0cGvZnrIeaZvPFsznyYRho9PZ7q2QqA
http://tandun.com/about/
http://tandun.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9YGQ86vIps
http://thomasades.com/bio/
http://www.lincolncenter.org/
http://www.lincolncenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14m45R2ECMI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlisle_Floyd
https://www.thedoors.com/band
https://www.thedoors.com/band
http://www.janisjoplin.com/janis.php
http://www.janisjoplin.com/janis.php
http://www.jimihendrix.com/us/jimi
http://www.elvis.com/about/bio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOUqRZkR8dE
http://thewho.com/history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rQSJDLM8ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbutF8E7zeo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Sondheim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBf0yJVMSzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnFKtGWPVys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJmXMo9nWRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3_VsZuzPds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3_VsZuzPds
http://www.johncorigliano.com/index.php?p=item5
http://www.johncorigliano.com/index.php?p=item5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJkbeWeV2KU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktQebI1w6f4
http://www.markadamo.com/backstory/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/watership/summary.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Adams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyZeGOsR9IA
http://marvinhamlisch.us/biography/
http://marvinhamlisch.us/biography/
http://www.carlsagan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOdqriSeY7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOdqriSeY7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-L6rEm0rnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTTG8beemxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42IQ29b8YIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgz6PnHkmpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgz6PnHkmpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OntDHKsZy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcXBHqZVrRw
http://www.enotes.com/topics/m-butterfly
http://arts.columbia.edu/theatre/faculty/david-henry-hwang
http://arts.columbia.edu/theatre/faculty/david-henry-hwang
http://www.jgrisham.com/bio/
http://www.jgrisham.com/books/the-firm/
http://www.jgrisham.com/books/the-firm/
http://www.jgrisham.com/the-pelican-brief/
http://www.jgrisham.com/the-pelican-brief/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/stars/jonathan-larson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj7LRuusFqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaU4MvRJRB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pgZtzDj_7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KGBpb-e-bs
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/museum/ArtifactCollectionSamples/Bicentennial.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/ronaldreagan
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Anwar-Sadat
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Anwar-Sadat
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/georgehwbush
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1993/mandela-bio.html
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/east-and-west-germany-reunite-after-45-years
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/firstgulf
http://webfoundation.org/about/vision/history-of-the-web/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/williamjclinton
http://www.britannica.com/event/Northridge-earthquake-of-1994
http://www.history.com/topics/oklahoma-city-bombing
http://www.history.com/topics/oklahoma-city-bombing
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/yitzhak-rabin-assassinated
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/yitzhak-rabin-assassinated
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/The%20House%20of%20Windsor%20from%201952/DianaPrincessofWales/Background.aspx
http://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/
http://www.cray.com/company/history
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/mriscans.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/babies-americas-first/
http://www.texasheart.org/Research/Devices/j7tah.cfm
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2429830,00.asp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/britain_wwone/titanic_01.shtml
http://hubblesite.org/the_telescope/
http://hubblesite.org/the_telescope/
http://www.genome.gov/10001772
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DVD
http://mars.nasa.gov/programmissions/missions/past/pathfinder/
http://www.cousteau.org/who/the-captain/
http://www.britannica.com/technology/Y2K-bug
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LITERATURE &  

THEATER 

AMERICAN &  

WORLD HISTORY 
SCIENCE &  

TECHNOLOGY 

Tempest Fantasy by Paul 

Moravec (2002) won Pul-

itzer Prize in music 

 

Violin Concerto by Unsuk 

Chin (2003) won Grawe-

meyer award 

 

Stockholm Diary by Esa-

Pekka Salonen (2004) 

 

Zodiac Tales by Bright 

Sheng (2005) 

 

Violin Concerto by Jenni-

fer Higdon (2008) won 

Pulitzer Prize in music 

 

First performance of You-

Tube Symphony (2009) 

 

Mothership by Mason 

Bates (2011) 

 

IN-SCHRIFT 2 by Wolf-

gang Rihm (2013) won 

Grawemeyer award 

 

Totentanz by Thomas 

Adès (2013) 

 

Play by Andrew Norman 

(2013) 

 

Become Ocean by John 

Luther Adams (2014) won 

Pulitzer Prize in music 

 

Mixed Messages by Nico 

Muhly (2015) 

 

Cold Sassy Tree by 

Carlisle Floyd (2000) 

 

Dead Man Walking 

by Jake Heggie 

(2000) 

 

First American Idol 

winner is Kelly 

Clarkson (2002)  

 

Legendary singer 

Johnny Cash died 

(2003) 

 

Ainadamar by Os-

valdo Golijov (2005) 

 

Police recover sto-

len Munch painting 

The Scream (2006) 

 

Luciano Pavarotti 

died (2007) 

 

Illustrator and au-

thor Tasha Tudor 

died (2008) 

 

Amelia by Daron 

Hagen (2009) 

 

Moby Dick by Jake 

Heggie (2010) 

 

Silent Night by Kevin 

Puts (2011) 

 

The Shining by Paul 

Moravec (2016) 

Final Peanuts comic strip 

is published.  Creator 

Charles Schultz died 

(2000) 

 

Proof opened on Broad-

way (2000)   

 

The Lord of the Rings; Fel-

lowship of the Ring (2001) 

 

Doubt: a Parable, 

opened off-Broadway 

(2004)  

 

JK Rowling released final 

book in the Harry Potter 

series; Harry Potter and 

the Deathly Hallows (July 

21, 2007) 

 

Science Fiction writer Ar-

thur C. Clarke died (2008) 

 

Jurassic Park writer Mi-

chael Crichton died 

(2008) 

 

The Hunger Games book 

trilogy (2008-10) by Suz-

anne Collins 

 

The Night Circus by Erin 

Morgenstern (2011) 

 

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 

(2012) 

 

Harry Potter and the 

Cursed Child play in Lon-

don’s West End (2016) 

 Sydney Olympic Games 

(2000) 

 George W. Bush won Presi-

dential election (2000) 

 Terrorists used commercial 

airplanes to attack the World 

Trade Center Towers in New 

York City, and the Pentagon 

in Washington DC.  The fourth 

plane targeting the White 

House was brought down in 

Pennsylvania (September 11, 

2001) 

 The Iraq War (2003-11) 

 Tsunamis killed over 200,000 

throughout Thailand, Indone-

sia, India and Sri Lanka (2004) 

 Pope John Paul II died (2005) 

 July 7 London bombing 

(2005) 

 Pakistan’s former Prime Minis-

ter Benazir Bhutto was assas-

sinated (2007) 

 United States elected the first 

African-American President, 

Barack Obama (2008) and 

he was re-elected four years 

later (2012) 

 Death of North Korean 

leader Kim Jong-il (2011) 

 Syrian Civil War (2011-

present) 

 Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Pope 

Francis) elected (2013) 

 Referendum vote in Scotland 

kept country in UK (2014) 

 Ebola virus outbreak in West 

Africa (2014) 

 

Toyota released the Prius 

hybrid car worldwide 

(2000) 

 

Ginger (the Segway) in-

vented by Dean Kamen 

(2001) 

 

Total artificial heart 

(AbioCor) and liver (Dr. 

Kenneth Matsumura) in-

vented (2001) 

 

iPod by Apple (2001) 

 

Millennium Bridge built in 

Gateshead, UK (2001) 

 

Completion of Human Ge-

nome Project (2003) 

 

Facebook (2004), YouTube 

(2005), Twitter (2006) 

 

Pluto re-classified as dwarf 

planet (2006) 

 

World’s largest Hadron Col-

lider tested (2008) 

 

Hubble telescope discov-

ered moon orbiting Pluto 

(2011) 

 

Rosetta spacecraft landed 

on a comet (2014) 

 

New Horizons spacecraft 

flew by Pluto (2015) 

 

ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 
(COMPOSERS & COMPOSITIONS) 

 ART, OPERA & 

CULTURE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U53F-C7ZgJ0
http://paulmoravec.com/bio
http://paulmoravec.com/bio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzG0xQ6kIW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzG0xQ6kIW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWrFb1ssaiI&list=PLmJcavnK1fv3ep-JPQ0bGVX7uaC-8cu7q&index=7
http://www.esapekkasalonen.com/biography
http://www.esapekkasalonen.com/biography
http://www.brightsheng.com/programnotes/Zodiactales.html
http://brightsheng.com/bio.html
http://brightsheng.com/bio.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iS8dLbOQXYw
http://jenniferhigdon.com/biography.html
http://jenniferhigdon.com/biography.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd1xYKGnOEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd1xYKGnOEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFh7LAFel4w
http://www.opus3artists.com/artists/mason-bates
http://www.opus3artists.com/artists/mason-bates
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G8ySgSayK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9DLBag6H1s
http://andrewnormanmusic.com/biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGva1NVWRXk
http://johnlutheradams.net/biography/
http://johnlutheradams.net/biography/
http://www.pulitzer.org/citation/2014-Music
http://www.pulitzer.org/citation/2014-Music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8bFkSkhDvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8bFkSkhDvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTk4cH6B4Is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRT2Ip1IpDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAwhZJEUEmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAwhZJEUEmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o22eIJDtKho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6duj-NZW5U
http://www.edvardmunch.org/the-scream.jsp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VATmgtmR5o4
http://www.tashatudorandfamily.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92zk_UBRiIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhnUmkcjWqU
http://www.kevinputs.com/SilentNight/about.html
http://www.mnopera.org/season/2015-2016/the-shining/
http://www.peanuts.com/
https://schulzmuseum.org/about-the-man/schulz-biography/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/media-jan-june01-auburn_04-20/
http://www.lordoftherings.net/film/filmmakers/fi_pjack_tolkien.html
http://www.lordoftherings.net/film/filmmakers/fi_pjack_tolkien.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doubt:_A_Parable
http://www.jkrowling.com/en_US/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/final-harry-potter-book-released
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/final-harry-potter-book-released
http://www.clarkefoundation.org/sample-page/
http://www.clarkefoundation.org/sample-page/
http://www.michaelcrichton.com/writer/
http://www.michaelcrichton.com/writer/
http://www.thehungergames.co.uk/
http://erinmorgenstern.com/writing/the-night-circus/
http://gillian-flynn.com/gone-girl/
http://www.harrypottertheplay.com/
http://www.harrypottertheplay.com/
http://www.olympic.org/sydney-2000-summer-olympics
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/georgewbush
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks
http://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/tsunami-devastates-indian-ocean-coast
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/pope/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/33401669
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Benazir-Bhutto
https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/barackobama
http://www.biography.com/people/kim-jong-il-201050#synopsis
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-29270441
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/2014-west-africa/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toyota_Prius
http://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/engines-equipment/ginger.htm
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/tah
http://www.alinfoundation.com/Medical%20Research/Liver.htm
http://www.macworld.com/article/1163181/the_birth_of_the_ipod.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/uk/2000/millennium_bridge/default.stm
http://www.genome.gov/10001772
http://www.genome.gov/10001772
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.youtube.com
twitter.com
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/new-pluto-images-from-nasa-s-new-horizons-it-s-complicated
http://home.web.cern.ch/topics/large-hadron-collider
http://home.web.cern.ch/topics/large-hadron-collider
http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/archive/releases/solar-system/pluto/2011/23/
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Space_Science/Rosetta
http://pluto.jhuapl.edu/

