












A HISTORY OF DISTINCTION
The Louisville Orchestra has been a vital part of our com-
munity for more than 70 years. Founded in 1937 by con-
ductor Robert Whitney and Charles Farnsley, mayor of
Louisville, the Orchestra is a cornerstone of the Louisville
arts scene, bringing the magic of orchestral music to a broad
cross-section of our community. Today, the Orchestra’s 71
full-time musicians offer more than 100 performances a
year throughout greater Kentucky and Indiana, including
close collaborations with The Kentucky Opera, The
Louisville Ballet and other regional arts groups.

The Louisville Orchestra has earned numerous honors and
awards through the decades. Among some of the most
notable are:

• Performances for prestigious
events such as “A Festival of
the Arts” at the White House;
the Inter-American Music
Festival at Kennedy Center;
and “Great Orchestras of the
World” at Carnegie Hall;

• The 2001 Leonard Bernstein
Award for Excellence in
Educational Programming;

• Nineteen ASCAP awards for
Adventurous Programming of
Contemporary Music;

• Grants from the Aaron
Copland Fund for Music and
the National Endowment for
the Arts to support the

Orchestra’s historic First
Edition Recordings collec-
tions (Three compact discs
of world premiere perform-
ances dating from the 1950s
have been released, with
seventeen more to follow);

• The 2007 Dorothy Mullen
Arts and Humanities Award
in recognition of the
Orchestra’s innovative and effective programming
partnership with Louisville Metro Parks, which was
launched in January 2007.
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